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 At 7:00 p.m. Supervisor Stevens called to order the meeting of the Spafford Town Board.  Councilors 
Rick Fesko, Ken Lieberman, Merrill Clark, and Jeff Ireland were present.  Highway Superintendent Carl 
Wiers, Code Enforcement Officer Kim Fairchild and Town Clerk Lisa Valletta were also present.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Accountant Thomas Chartrand arrived at 8 p.m. 
 
TOWN HALL ROOF 
 An inspection was made of the Town Hall roof; the Town Board should anticipate repair work in two 
years.   
 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 The Highway Department has returned to the five day week/eight hours per day schedule. 
 The chimney on the Highway Garage needs repair.  The smoke comes out the sides of the 

chimney as well as the top.   
 The new pad for the fuel tanks is completed.  Once the fuel in the tanks is sufficiently low; the 

tanks will be moved.   
 
 There was a discussion of obtaining estimates for the chimney repair and wiring of the fuel tanks. 
 
 A motion to accept the Highway Superintendent’s Report was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by 
Councilor Lieberman.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0. 
 
MINUTES 
 A motion to accept the minutes of the September 25 and October 9, 2008 Town Board meetings as 
submitted was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Lieberman.  The motion PASSED.  
AYES – 5, NAYS – 0.   
 
CASELLA WASTE SERVICES 
 The Town Clerk received documentation showing the Town of Spafford account was credited $333.12 
for the work performed by the Town of Spafford Highway Department at the Transfer Station.  Therefore, 
payment for July 2008 services at the Spafford Transfer Station was released to Casella Waste Services 
(Casella).  Kevin Beverine of Casella explained the fuel charges on the contract fee have been credited 
back to the account as well.  The Town Clerk requested he send documentation showing the credit, to 
allow release of the payment for the August 2008 services. 
 
RESOLUTION 95-2008 
Audit of Claims 
 On a motion by Councilor Fesko seconded by Councilor Lieberman the following resolution was  
PASSED   AYES – 5     
     NAYS – 0  
 
Resolved the bills on Abstract # , be paid in the following amounts: 
General Fund     # 334 through # 367   $21,445.82       
Highway Fund     # 136 through # 155  $61,524.91     
 (Highway Fund includes Machinery & Snow bills when applicable). 
 
 The voucher submitted by Highway Superintendent Carl Wiers for payment of his work at the 
Transfer Station on special collection days will be paid through the payroll instead of by voucher. 
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RESOLUTION 96-2008 
Water District Expenses 
On a motion by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Lieberman the following resolution was  
PASSED   AYES – 5 
     NAYS – 0 
 
Resolved subject to approval by the Town Board of Marcellus and the Town Board of Otisco the bills in 
relation to the establishment of the Spafford Area Water District are to be paid in the following amounts: 
 Capital Fund     # 113 through # 122 $707,688.64     
 
RESOLUTION 97-2008 
Resolutions Of The Town Of Spafford Town Board Relative To The Eminent Domain Proceedings 
On Behalf Of The Southern Onondaga Area Water District 

WHEREAS, the Southern Onondaga Area Water District (the ‘Water District”) has entered into two (2) Bond 
Anticipation Notes (“BAN”) with Alliance Bank in connection with the Eminent Domain proceedings initiated by 
the Towns of Otisco and Marcellus relative to Easements required by the Water District. The first BAN was in the 
principal amount of $100,000.00 (the “1st BAN) and the second BAN was in the principal amount of $300,000.00 
(the 2nd BAN’); and 

WHEREAS, the 1st BAN in the amount of $100,000.00 was expended for legal fees and related costs, title 
certifications, publication charges, court costs and similar expenses relative to the Eminent Domain proceedings; 
and 

WHEREAS, $131,350.00 and $4,1500.00 of the 2nd BAN were designated for funding the payment of just 
compensation for Easements acquired through Eminent Domain from property owners in the Towns of Otisco and 
Marcellus, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, reserves relative to potential Article 5 Claims and Article 7 Damages under the New York Eminent 
Domain Procedure Law (the “EDPL”) for Otisco in the amount of $50,000.00 and for Marcellus in the amount of 
$2,500.00 were also funded by the 2nd BAN.  The balance of the 2nd BAN was utilized to pay other expenses 
associated with the Eminent Domain proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, the attorney for the Town of Otisco, Craig J. Billinson, Esq., whose Law Firm, Craig J. Billinson & 
Associates (the “Law Firm) is representing the Water District in connection with the distribution of just 
compensation payments, has requested that the 2nd BAN funds designated for the payment of just compensation for 
Easements acquired from property owners in the Towns of Otisco and Marcellus, be held in the Law Firm’s escrow 
account for the purpose of efficiently administering, distributing and accounting for the just compensation 
payments to be made pursuant to the requirements of the various Onondaga County Supreme Court Orders and the 
EDPL relating to the Eminent Domain proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, the various Onondaga County Supreme Court Orders have required, pursuant to the EDPL, among 
other things, that payment for Easements acquired through Eminent Domain relative to properties which were not 
identified in the Eminent Domain Petitions brought in Onondaga County Supreme Court as being encumbered by 
mortgages, liens, judgments of other encumbrances be made by the Water District to such property owners. Such 
payments are to be considered either as payment in full for their Easements where such property owners accept the 
payments offered as full payment, or, where such property owners do not accept the settlement offered as payment 
in full, that such payments are to be made to them as “Advance Payments” as required by the EDPL allowing such 
property owners to file claims with the Court for further consideration; and 

WHEREAS, for other property owners whose property was identified in the Eminent Domain Petitions as being 
encumbered, the various Onondaga County Supreme Court Orders have required, among other things, that the just 
compensation offered relative to such properties by the Water District be paid to the Onondaga County Clerk to be 
held by the Clerk and to paid as may be ordered by the Court after proper application to the Court by interested 
parties; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Boards of Otisco, Spafford and Marcellus have been asked to vote on approving the 
request by the Law Firm to have the just compensation offered be held in the escrow account of the Law Firm to 
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facilitate payment as aforesaid. The Law Firm will provide documentation to each Town relative to all full 
settlements with property owners, Advance Payments and the payment to the Onondaga County Clerk as described 
herein; 

NOW, THEREFORE, a request for a motion is hereby made to the Town Board members to approve the 
proposed payment of the 2nd BAN funds designated as just compensation to the Law Firm, to be held in escrow by 
the Law Firm and to be distributed as aforesaid. 

Upon motion made by Councilor Richard Fesko and seconded by Councilor Ken Lieberman;  
  All in favor: 
   AYES  5 – Stevens, Fesko, Lieberman, Clark, Ireland 
    
   NAYS  0 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF SPAFFORD that, 

subject to the approval by Resolution or Order of the Towns of Otisco and Marcellus, and the sub-mission of a 
Voucher by the Law Firm to the Town of Spafford, and the approval of such Voucher by the Town of Spafford: 

(1) $131,350.00 from the 2nd BAN be paid to the Law Firm of Craig J. Billinson & Associates to be held, in 
escrow, by such Law Firm and to be paid as required by the various Onondaga County Supreme Court 
Orders and pursuant to the EDPL as just compensation relative to Easements acquired by the Town of 
Otisco; and 

(2) $4,150.00 from the 2nd BAN be paid to the Law Firm of Craig J. Billinson & Associates to be held, in 
escrow, by such Law Firm and to be paid as required by the various Onondaga County Supreme Court 
Orders and pursuant to the EDPL as just compensation relative to Easements acquired by the Town of 
Marcellus; and 

(3) That the Law Firm of Craig J. Billinson & Associates shall provide to the Towns of Otisco, Spafford and 
Marcellus such documentation as may be required by each Town relative to the distribution of such funds. 

Be it so Ordered. 
 
TOWN CLERK’S  REPORT  
 A motion to accept the Town Clerk’s Cash Report as presented was made by Councilor Fesko, 
seconded by Councilor Lieberman.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0.  
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 
 Mr. Kim Fairchild reviewed the October activity report for the Town Board: seven new building 
permits were issued; five applicants were sent to the Zoning Board of Appeals; three appearance tickets 
were sent.  Mr. Fairchild further reported he has completed the training required for his 2009 certification. 
 A motion to accept Mr. Fairchild’s report was made by Councilor Lieberman, seconded by Councilor 
Clark.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0.   
 
SENIOR CITIZEN PARKING LOT SIGN 
 The sample sign designs were presented to the Town Board; there was a discussion of the sign 
placement.  Councilor Ireland is authorized to purchase the sign from Moreland & Sons Signs.   
 
MARK BRIGGS PROPERTY 
 A letter was received from Mr. Mark Briggs requesting a trench dug into his property by the Highway 
Department to control run off from a severe storm in August 2004 be refilled.  His letter included he is 
considering turning this same property over to the Town of Spafford to be retained as a public park.  
There was a discussion of the property and Mr. Briggs request.  The trench is within the road’s right-of-
way.  Supervisor Stevens will respond to Mr. Briggs letter, with the goal of accepting Mr. Briggs offer to 
turn the land over to the Town. 
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BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 
 Mr. Richard Drumm’s term on the Board of Assessment Review has expired.  An advertisement has 
been published requesting applications from interested residents.   
 
ZONING ORDINACE REWRITE  
 There was a brief discussion of the current rewriting of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
TOWN SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT & STATEMENT 
 Mr. Chartrand provided a draft copy of the Town Supervisor’s October Report; a final copy will be 
prepared once the bank statements are received.  Mr. Chartrand reviewed the Town Supervisor’s October 
Statement.  He recommended the Town Board authorize the budget transfers.  
 
 
RESOLUTION 98-2008 
Budget Transfer 
 On a motion by Councilor Clark, seconded by Councilor Lieberman the following resolution was  
PASSED   AYES – 5 
     NAYS – 0 
 
Resolved the following budget transfers are authorized: 
 GENERAL 
   FROM:    
    A1620.2  Buildings, Equipment    $  1,000 
 
   TO: A1680.4 Central Data Processing, Equipment  $     250 
    A8810.4 Cemeteries, Contractual   $     750 
 
 HIGHWAY  
   FROM: 
    DA5110.1 Repairs, Personal Services   $  3,000 
    DA5110.4 Repairs, Contractual    $  1,300 
    DA5130.4 Machinery, Contractual   $12,000 
    DA599  Surplus, CHIPS Program   $  2,800 
 
   TO: DA5112.3 Improvements, capital outlay   $  4,100 
    DA5142.4 Snow Removal, contractual   $15,000 
 
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
   FROM: 
    CD599  Surplus, 4 Corners Grant   $ 6,647.69 
 
   TO: CD8661.2 Four Corners Improvement, Contractual $ 6,647.69 
 
 
 A motion to accept the October Town Supervisor’s October Report & Statement as submitted was 
made by Councilor Lieberman and seconded by Councilor Ireland.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, 
NAYS – 0. 
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RESOLUTION 99-2008 
End of Year General Payroll Date 
 On a motion by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Clark the following resolution was  
PASSED   AYES – 5 
     NAYS – 0 
 
Resolved to set the 2008 End of the Year General Payroll date as December 11, 2008. 
 
2009 BUDGET HEARING 
 Councilor Lieberman made the motion, seconded by Councilor Fesko to open the public hearing for 
the 2009 Town of Spafford Budget at 8:10 p.m.  The motion PASSED.  AYES -5, NAYS – 0.  Notice of 
this hearing was duly advertised in the official newspaper of the Town and posted on the public bulletin 
board.   
 
The Board discussed the following: 

 the possible outcomes of the union negotiations and the impact on the proposed budget 
 the roof of the Town Hall 

 
The Town Board expressed appreciation for the work by the Spafford Fire Commissioners that resulted in 
the one-cent reduction of the Fire District tax rate for 2009. 
 
There were no additional questions or comments on the budget. 
 
Councilor Lieberman made the motion, seconded by Councilor Clark to close the public hearing at 8:50 
p.m.  
 
RESOLUTION 100-2008 
2009 Budget 
 On a motion by Councilor Lieberman, seconded by Councilor Fesko the following resolution was 
PASSED   AYES – 5 
     NAYS – 0 
 
Resolved to adopt the 2009 Preliminary Budget as the 2009 Budget for the Town of Spafford. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 On a motion by Councilor Lieberman seconded by Councilor Ireland the meeting adjourned at 9 p. m.  
The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
         Respectfully submitted by, 
                  
    
Next meeting to be held     Lisa M. Valletta 
December 11, 2008  @ 7 p.m.     Town Clerk 
@ Spafford Town Hall     Town of Spafford 


